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EXECUTIVE MEMO

Food's transformative power is evident in our daily work at The Patachou Foundation. 
We understand the importance of continuous innovation and growth to address food 
insecurity effectively.

In 2023, PataSchool collaborated with school partners to serve a record-setting 160,000 
meals, a testament to ten years of insights into hunger relief. We're committed to 
innovating and expanding our efforts to deliver hunger relief more efficiently, empower 
children and parents, create nutritious meals, and foster community engagement.

Our Food Fellowship program provides an immersive experience, forging lasting 
connections with experienced instructors who serve as valuable references long after 
students have graduated. We're excited to triple our impact in 2024 and celebrate our 
alumni Fellows' achievements and upcoming participants' journeys.

Here's to another year of growth and opportunity.

 
 

Matthew Feltrop 	 Kate Franzman
Executive Director 	 Managing Director



[I] love having so many options.
5TH GRADE STUDENT 

at PataSchool Partner



1,926
HANDS-ON CAREER 

TRAINING HOURS

25
FOOD FELLOWS 

MENTORED + TRAINED

YEAR IN-REVIEW: 2023 AT A GLANCE
The Patachou Foundation increased its impact through PataSchool by 
continuing at Circle City Prep and adding Adelante Schools as a new 
partner. This increased meals served per week from 2,000 to 3,500 and 
the number of youth served from 350 to over 800. Most notably, meal 
participation increased from 88% to 95% year over year at Circle City Prep 
(data: IU School of Medicine).
All nine participants in our summer Food Fellowship program graduated 
with skills, knowledge, and certifications that benefit their personal and 
professional development. Building on this success, we formed strategic 
partnerships with Purdue Polytechnic High School and Believe Circle City 
High School to offer year-round career training opportunities.

2024 PROJECTIONS: YOUR IMPACT IN THE YEAR AHEAD
In 2024, PataSchool will add a new high school partner with two local 
campuses, exponentially increasing the number of meals and students 
served. Those two locations will dramatically enhance their students' ability 
to create their own healthy options through salad bars and self-service 
meal stations.
Introducing year-round Food Fellowship programming will play a key role 
in fostering economic mobility for teens by offering vital career training 
opportunities. Through practical, food-centered learning experiences, the 
Food Fellowship will equip nearly three times as many students per year 
with essential skills for success after high school, expanding their prospects 
for the future.

2023 IN-REVIEW + 2024 PROJECTIONS

FOOD FELLOWSHIP

9
FOOD FELLOWS 

MENTORED + TRAINED

FOOD FELLOWSHIP
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In the News: PataSchool IndyStar Feature

PATASCHOOLPATASCHOOL

800+
YOUTH SERVED 

EACH SCHOOL DAY

10+
FTE THRIVING-WAGE JOBS 
TRAINED FOR + CREATED

1,550+
YOUTH SERVED 

EACH SCHOOL DAY

15+
FTE THRIVING-WAGE JOBS 
TRAINED FOR + CREATED

285,000
SCRATCH-MADE 
MEALS SERVED

2,065
HANDS-ON EDUCATION 

LEARNING HOURS

865
FARM CLASSROOM 

HOURS

159,135
SCRATCH-MADE 
MEALS SERVED

https://www.indystar.com/story/news/education/2023/12/29/patachou-for-school-lunch-heres-what-these-students-get-to-eat/71758197007/?fbclid=PAAaYnI_l1U-TIv4p7ETi2A8sikoiFs1XTCX-83AS6pCx02vHt66T8kwLrnpo_aem_AdPGhM0o6RmDKMKVnNsCALsUIOA266JdjhiAU_CWnSvTmliPRDA4H8Z336ilUZZQu6o




PATASCHOOL
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OVERVIEW
PataSchool ensures that kids have reliable access to nutritious school meals, impacting 
positive education and health outcomes while creating thriving wage cafeteria jobs.

THE PATASCHOOL MODEL
PataSchool helps schools overcome barriers to implementing scratch kitchens. In 2023, 
the PataSchool Model sustainably and efficiently served 200,000 scratch-made meals to 
students. Our partnerships with schools go far beyond the cafeteria: we help build their 
capacity to elevate student and parent voices and consider solutions for overall student 
health and success.

• �All kids qualify for free meals. 
• �Scratch cooking = healthier kids.
• �Three meals are served daily.

DATA/IMPACT
Results from PataSchool's first-year implementation post-pilot provided by IU School 
of Medicine.

KEY METRICS

*Sharp decrease in dissatisfaction and increase in satisfaction.

STUDENT 
PARTICIPATION

88%       95%

LUNCH 
SATISFACTION*

39%       78%

FOOD 
APPEARANCE

39%       73%



“I like the caesar salad 
with the dressing.” 
7TH GRADE STUDENT 

at PataSchool Partner





OVERVIEW
The Food Fellowship provides hands-on workforce development for high school students in 
both technical and soft skills through the lens of our complex food system.

FOOD FELLOWSHIP
Food Fellows gain valuable insights and mentorship from the collective expertise of our staff 
and community, cultivating a distinctive work-based learning environment that not only 
equips them with practical skills but also readies them for the challenges and opportunities 
awaiting them beyond high school.

• �Real-world experience and hands-on training by industry experts
• �Industry recognized credentials
• �Work-based learning high school credits + college credits at Ivy Tech
• �Ongoing college and career-readiness counseling

DATA/IMPACT
• �96% of Food Fellowship graduates indicated they feel better prepared for enrollment

and/or employment.
• �70% of Food Fellowship graduates are currently employed, and 90% working at least

part-time in the food system.
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FOOD FELLOWSHIP



“The Food Fellowship has helped me in 
my work life, my school life, and also in my 
personal life. This program has brought my 

confidence way up; I have learned character.” 

KENDALL 
Food Fellowship class of 2020 

Junior at IUPUI



SPECIAL 
EVENTS



FUNDRAISERS + SPECIAL EVENTS
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OVERVIEW
Since 2014, The Patachou Foundation's Speakers Forum has been a platform for visionary 
leaders with transformative ideas, catalyzing social change on topics like food system equity, 
gun violence, and book banning. In 2023, bestselling authors Ashley C. Ford and John Green 
discussed the impact of banning books, moderated by Jane Henegar of ACLU Indiana.
The Patachou Foundation hosted an engaging event with Celebrity Chef & TV Host Andrew 
Zimmern, who showcased his culinary skills in our production kitchen during a cooking 
demo and lunch and supported The Patachou Foundation's efforts in the fight against 
hunger.

JOIN US THIS YEAR
• �Speakers Forum Series
• �Summer Dinner on the Farm
• �Back 2 School

STAY IN THE KNOW
• �Sign Up for our Newsletter
• �Follow Us on Instagram

https://thepatachoufoundation.org/stay-informed
https://www.instagram.com/thepatachoufoundation/


CONTACT INFO

For additional details, please contact:

admin@thepatachoufoundation.org

CONTACT INFO

The Patachou Foundation

4565 Marcy Lane 
Indianapolis, IN 46205

317.932.3747

thepatachoufoundation.org
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http://thepatachoufoundation.org



