
OUR SOLUTION: MORE THAN A MEAL

One in five kids faces food insecurity in Indianapolis, an unacceptable statistic 
that hasn’t changed in more than a decade. The Patachou Foundation’s innovative 
approach to fighting hunger meets the immediate needs of food and nutrition 
security while addressing the root causes of childhood hunger, such as poverty. 
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1.	 MEALS FOR KIDS
	� No child deserves to go to bed hungry. We fight hunger by serving 

kids nutritious after-school and school break meals. But the work we do 
goes beyond the plate: our staff and volunteers model positive mealtime 
behavior and create meaningful interactions that brighten kids’ days and 
fuel their curiosity.

2.	 FOOD FELLOWSHIP
	� Food is a powerful tool for social and economic mobility. The Food 

Fellowship is a paid six-week summer workforce development program 
for high school students centered around careers in the food system. 
Students learn transferable skills in farming, cooking, hospitality and 
customer service, as well as career-readiness, finance and business 
basics, and communication techniques.

3.	 PATASCHOOL
	� School meals are the most efficient route to radically improve food security for 

children. PataSchool is a new initiative that helps transform a school cafeteria 
and build capacity within a school community to fight hunger in a long-term, 
sustainable way.

MEALS FOR KIDS

2,000 
MEALS PER WEEK

382,466 
MEALS SERVED 

SINCE 2013

FOOD FELLOWSHIP

3 
COHORTS SINCE 2020

3,150 
HOURS OF HANDS-ON 
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1,050 
HOURS OF CAREER & 
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100% 
HAVE GRADUATED OR ON-TRACK 

TO GRADUATE HIGH SCHOOL

PATASCHOOL

350+ 
CHILDREN SERVED 
EACH SCHOOL DAY

3,500 
MEALS SERVED 

EACH WEEK

3 
FTE JOBS CREATED 

PER SCHOOL

Cultivate an equitable future 
for youth by amplifying the value 
and power of food.

Founded by Indianapolis restaurateur 
and six-time James Beard Award 
nominee Martha Hoover in 2013, The 
Patachou Foundation is a model that 
upends traditional nonprofit paradigms 
to make a deep and immediate impact 
on hunger in Indianapolis. 

The Foundation began by serving 
just 30 meals to one school each 
week, prepared with loaned space 
from a restaurant kitchen. That 
impact has grown to serving over 
2,000 meals a week in partnership 
with 10 school and community sites. 
More than that, our work has expanded 
beyond meeting immediate needs to 
solve the root causes of hunger, such 
as poverty and lack of opportunity, 
through the power of food. 

In the last ten years, The Patachou 
Foundation has served nearly half 
a million meals to kids via deep 
partnerships with neighborhood 
schools and organizations, trained 
three cohorts of Food Fellows, and 
will be launching a new model that 
equips schools to serve scratch-made 
meals and fight hunger from inside 
the cafeteria.


